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F O R Es 
WORKS poxE AT THE NEW BUILDINGS, 
SOMERSET-HOUSE, in the STRAND, 

BY THE LATE 


Mr. THOMAS CLARK, and his ſurviving Partner 
| CHARLES CLARKE, Plaiſterer; 


With the PRIME COST of completing the ſaid Wo R xs, as ſworn to 
before a Magiſtrate by one of their Clerks ; with cogent Remarks, 


ſetting forth the Reaſonableneſs of their CHARGE, and proven | 


how erroneoufly the Prices of the ſeveral Articles have been reduce 
to a Sum leſs than the Prime Coſt, by the Perſon to whom the Con- 
ſideration and Settlement was aſſigned. 5 


Together with the VALUATION of the ſaid WORKS, by Six of the 
tirſt and moſt reputable Maſters in the Trade, of approved Abt- 
lities ; m— upon the Whole a greater Sum than Mr, Clarke's 
original Charge. | . | 


This will be found of Uſe to the SURVEYOR, MEASURER, and 


particularly the YOUNG PLAISTERER, who may not be alto- 
gether ſo well acquainted with the Value of his Works, and who 
will here find moſt Articles that can ariſe in his Buſineſs; with Ob- 
ſervations on the ſame. 5 1 


The whole reſpectfully ſubmitted to the candid PUBLIC, but parti- 


cularly to the MASTER PLAISTERERS of London and Weſtminſter, 


By CHARLES CLARKE, PrarisTERER, 
Of Millbank-Row, Weſtminſter. 
„ 1. 0 N- I @ 


Printed for the AUTnoR, by T. BENSLEY, Swan-Yard, Strand : 
And ſold by H. SHARP, oppofite S»merſet-Houſe New-Buildinge, 
Strand; RicuaRDsoON and URQUHART, Royal-Exchange; I. 
TayYLoR, oppoſite Great Turiftile, Holborn; and H. JACKSON, 
Senior, near Orchard Street, Oxferd- Read. | ED 
ſPRICE TWO SHILLINGS.] 
MDCCLXXXIII. | 


PLAISTERER's BILL, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


GENTLEMEN, 


T muſt be acknowledged that the intent of purſuing | 


buſineſs is profit, the means of acquiring employ- 
ment, integrity and abilities; and it will appear very 


ſevere, if, poſſeſſed of the two latter, any artift ſhould 


be deprived of the end of his labours by unfair means, 
whether occalioned by injuſtice or injudicious opinions. 


The reaſon therefore of publiſhing the following bill, 


with the particulars of the plaiſterer's work done at So- 
merſet-Houte New Buildings, that part which is appro- 
priated to the uſe of the Royal and Antiquarian Societies, 
and the ſeveral apartments for the Hackney Coach-Of- 
ffice, under the direction of Sir Vm. Chambers, Architect, 
is to ſhew that ] at preſent feel the weight of ſuch ſeverity, 
in conſequence of the prices being reduced by Mr. 
Paine, of Saliſbury-Strect, Architect; as ſpecified in the 
margin of the bill. Nor is the pecuniary loſs ſuſtained 


by ſuch a reduction the only cruelty tradeſmen experi- 


ence; character too, materially, though innocently, 
„ ſuffers; 
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1 
ſuffers; ; bd thoſe who have laboured to conduct 3 | 
ſelves through every department of their profeſſion 
with ingenuouſneſs and honeſty, receive a ſtigma, in- 
ſtead of that approbation they really merit. 

In order therefore to convince the public that ! do by 
no means deſerve the imputation, which I am fearſul a 
tacit acquieſcence in the preſent caſe might favour, it 
will not, I flatter myſelf, be thought foreign to the pur- 
poſe, if I crave the indulgence of the reader in attend- 
ing to a ſhort narrative of my conduct, during my ſervi- 

tude and commercial connections, that my character 
may appear in its proper light, and ſhew how impro- 
bable it is, that J ſhould be guilty of attempting to com- 
mit ſo great a fraud upon my employers, as an over- 
charge of One Hundred and Ninety Pounds would natu- 
rally induce them to believe: and then demonſtrate, - 
how inconſiderately, not to ſay worſe, theſe prices are 
reduced, by giving the prime coft of ſeveral of the ar- 
ticles, as well as the valuation of fix reputable maſters 
of the moſt approved abilities, reſpecting the ſubject. 
Firſt chen; After ſerving my apprenticeſhip to a 
Maſter Plaiſterer, free of the city of London, I was em- 
ployed by Mr. Thomas Clark as his Clerk and Mea- 
ſurer, and at leiſure times worked at the plaiſtering 
buſineſs as journey man; in his employ, I continued til! 
an offer was made me, by which I was induced to 
change my ſituation, with Mr. T homas Clark's conſent, 
and good withes for my ſucceſs. This removal was to 
Mr. Bever, at the Repoſitory in &. Martin's-Lane. 
This particular ] mention, becautc I was there well 


known 


E 
known to ſeveral noblemen, gentlemen, and others; and 
acted as his Clerk. 
my care, gave the cloſeſt attention to buſineſs for up- 
wards of fifteen years, and preſerved, during that pe- 
riod, a fair and honeſt character. His ſervice I, at my 


own requeſt, quitted, in order to retire upon a little 


fortune left me by one of my friends. 

A friendly correſpondence had always ſubſiſted with 
Mr. Thomas Clark ; and when he underſtood I was ſepa- 
rating from Mr. Bever, he generouſly propoſed a co- 
partnerſhip without any gratuity, conditionally ; that 
I ſhould take the principal ſhare in conducting the bu- 


ſineſs: I accepted the propoſal with pleaſure; ſoon 


after which Mr. Bever made me a fimilar offer, but as. 


had then ſettled with Mr. Clark, I could not with ho- 
nour retract. It is now more than ten years ſince the 
commencement of our partnerſhip, and to the day of 
his death, which unfortunately happened before theſe 
works at Somerſet-Houſe were finiſhed, we. lived in 
| habits of perfect unanimity, my conduct in bufineſs 

ever receiving his approbation : and it gives me no 
| ſmall pleaſure to add, that I am at this time happy 
enough alſo to ſhare Mr. Bever's regard; who, having 
experienced my diligence and honeſty in his ſervice, is 
ready to ſpeak of me as induſtry and integrity deſerve z 
beſides, my character, as an honeſt man, has through 
life been unimpeached. Theſe circumſtances afford no 
weak proof, that I was not likely to deſcend to any 
baſeneſs for the ſake of my own private emolument, 
and would be ſatisfactory to an unprejudiced mind. 


But 


I had great concerns committed to 


1 

But it may be urged by many, who have more cun- 
ning than candour in their compoſition, that errors like 
theſe may ariſe from ignorance as well as diſhoneſty ; 
and they only meant to correct thoſe faults eſtabliſhed 
by too long cuſtom. To this I ſhall beg leave to 
anſwer ; that my attention to, and experience in, the 
buſineſs of plaiſterer, having the approbation and ſanc- 
tion of Mr. Thomas Clark, one of the moſt ſkilful maſters 
in the trade, beſpeak neither want of abilities, nor know- 
ledge ; nor any deficiency in thoſe neceſſary principles, 
in order to become qualified for valuing work done in 
my line. IT with the ſame could be ſaid of thoſe who 
have curtailed the annexed bill; a more equitable de- 
termination would have preſented itſelf to our 'view, 
and I ſhould have eſcaped thoſe uneaſy ſenſations 
which injuſtice has liberally beſtowed, as well as a- 
voided that loſs of property, which in the courſe of this 
work I have undertaken to prove incontrovertibly. 

As this is a public concern, and there being ſtrong 
reaſons to ſuppoſe an intent of eſtablithing theſe reduced 
prices as precedents, I have taken the more pains to | 
demonſtrate the reaſonableneſs of my charges: for 
which purpoſe the prime coſt has been taken out of my 
books, the amount of which is inſerted at the end of the 
bill, and fyorn to before a magiſtrate by the clerk par- 
ticularly employed to look after the work, and keep 
that account whilſt the buſineſs was going on. The 
very moderate profit we expected to have made, had 
the whole of our bill been allowed, will appear ; eſpeci- 
ally when it is conſidered that Mr. Thimas Clark and 


myſelf 


3 

myſelf gave up the greateſt part of our time in con- 

ducting it. | 5 N 
It cannot be thought unreaſonable for a maſter to be 
allowed 3ol. for every 100. he lays out, his own at- 
tendance included ; inſtead of which, our charges have 
not produced 181. for every 100l. nevertheleſs, Mr. 
Paine has reduced the whole to a ſum leſs than the coft. 
So extraordinary does ſuch a deduction appear, that it 
ſcarce ſeems creditable, and perhaps may by ſome be 
thought not ſtrictly true. To obviate, therefore, every 
poſſible objection, as far as in my power, that it might 
not be conjectured I had made uſe of any chicane in form- 
ing my bill, and totally to get the better of thoſe ungene- 
rous ſurmiſes, too often formed by the diſingenuous for 
unworthy purpoſes ; that the charges might be proved 
fair and equitable ; fince Mr. Paine reduced my bill, 
1 applied to fix of the moſt experienced and reputable 
maſters in the trade, men diſtinguiſhed for their abili- 
ties in their profeſſion, and approved for impartiality 
and ingenuouſneſs, to inſpect the works; who have de- 
clared them as well executed as poſſible; and after mi- 
nutely examining every article ſeparately, their judge- 
ments coinciding in the valuation, have produced a ſum 
exceeding that of my charge; nevertheleſs, my appli- 
cations to Sir Vm. Chambers and Mr. Paine have been 
diſregarded. However, notwithſtanding I am deprived 
of equity, the undoubted right of every man, it gives 
me ſome conſolation, that the determination of ſo many 8 
able artiſans more than corroborates my demand ; and 4 


| 14H 
though wh 


# Sez the end of the bill. 


wy 


5 (#3 
though it appears I am likely to become a ſufferer 
in this buſineſs, yet it muſt remove the cenſure of im- 
poſition, which Mr. Paine's accuſation, ſo I term it, would 


fix upon me. From Mr. Paine's deciſion in this matter, it 
appears as if he was determined, right or wrong, to take 


off ſomething from each article out of the common run ; 
and indeed ſo clearly do his actions ſhew this to be 


his plan, that I am almoſt fully perſuaded, that if fix- 
pence per foot had been charged for what coſt one ſhil- | 


ling, there muſt have been a deduction. 
It can ſcarce remain a doubt to thoſe who will permit 


themſelves to have one moment's reflection, that Mr. 


Paine was but poſſeſſed of one idea, when he undertook 


the taſk of examining the bills, with reſpe& to the 


tradeſmen's profits; though perhaps a more intereſted 
one to himſelf. In the firſt inſtance, it appears, reduc- 
tion only occupied his mind — in the ſecond, it is pro- 
bable, he took a fide look at the eſtabliſhment of the new 
Board of Works, and thought it convenient to play this 
unfair game, to ſhew the abſolute neceſſity of em- 
ploying ſuch people, as a check upon thoſe who exe- 
cuted the buſineſs. 

However, be that as it may —in order to do juſtice, 
a different mode from what Mr. Paine adopted ſhould 
always be purſued, where any impoſition in compli- 
cated works is ſuſpected. The maſter” s charges ſhould 


be kept ſecret from the ſurveyor's; they ought, during 


inſpection, to fix on a blank bill the prices conſiſtent 


with the nature of the ſeparate works, ſo as to leave a 


reaſonable profit, and then compare the two charges 
toge- 


| 
| 


E 


together; not curtail the maſter's account, oh a ſuppo- 
ſition that a given profit was always charged, in propor- 


tion to the money expended ; for this ſcheme is full of 
abſurdity, and very often, as in the. preſent caſe, of 
injuſtice. One or two inftances I ſhall take the liberty 
of relating, as they ſhew, beyond all doubt, how erro- 


nequſly and injuriouſſy men often act who 1 in 


this method. 
A gentleman of faſhion and fortune, having bod his 


country houſe repaired, without the aſſiſtance of a ſur- 


veyor; when the bills were delivered in, thought the ſum 
exorbitant, and ſent them to one remarkable for reduc- 
tion to be examined: after they had been in his poſſeſ- 
ſion for a long time, with intent to give the appearance 
of attention and perſpicuity, to the great diſappointment 
of the tradeſmen who wanted their, money, they were 
returned, ALL reduced. The gentleman imagining he 


Vas impoſed upon, ſummoned the tradeſmen to attend 
for payment, determined never to employ them more. 


'The carpenter, who had long been engaged in the 


family, and always thought an honeſt man, was told 


that he had impoſed upon him more than gol. and 


1 that he muſt have robbed him confiderably 1 in the courſe 


of all the bufineſs he had at various times done for him, 
from his own neglect in not employing ſuch a gentle- 
man to inſpect his work and bills; and withal, that he 


ſhould not only be diſcharged, but that his intentions 


were to have recommended him to the Lord Chance 


lor, who was going to build in the neighbourhood, 


though now all fayours from him muſt for ever ceaſe. — 
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1 10 1 
The carpenter, much chagrined at the ſeverity of the 
lecture, though unmerited, confeſſed the multiplicity of 
his obligations, defended in humble terms his own inno- 
cence, and declared, the ſurveyor had reduced his bill 
without either judgment or reaſon, as he had not en- 
tered into the merits of the ſeparate charges, but taken 
off a ſum at random; notwithſtanding which he con- 
ſented to accept What was offered, depending on time 
for his exculpation. "The bricklayer, the maſon, plaiſ- 
terer, painter, &c. all experienced the ſame fate for 
their ſuppoſed impoſitions; at laſt came the ſmith, who 
had married a ſervant of the tamily, whom he thus ad- 
dreſſed ; * As for you, whom I have been the making 
«of, by ſetting you up in buſineſs, and frequently af- 
« fiſting you, on account of that induſtrious honeſt wo- 
e man, your wife; for you to impoſe upon me, by 
«© charging 3/. rs. more than you ought, in ſo ſmall a 
pill, your ingratitude ſkocks me. — It muſt be ob- 
ſerved, that the ſmith was only an indifferent ſcribe, and 
worſe accountant ; and it being cuſtomary among ſome 
to write an unit with a cypher before it thus, 02, the 
ſmith, merely from ignorance, placed. the cypher be- 
yond it, thus, 20, contequently his bill, which was 
O21. 195. appeared 20/. 19s. The poor ſmith, af- 
frightened at the gentleman's anger, putting his hand 
into his pocket, produced ſix thillings, and made an offer 
of them, ſaying, * te was very ſorry he had offended 
« ſo good a friend, but it was the firſt jobb he ever did 
* where he had money to pay for doing the work.” 
The gentleman, firuck with ſurprize at his behaviour, 


aſked 


(#3 — 
aſked him to explain himſelf; he anſwered, whatever 
miſtake might appear in the bill, he meant it only for 
2. 195. obvious from the nature and quantity of the 
work. From hence the ſurveyor's method of examin- 
ation was inſtantly diſcovered, and his manner of re- 


ducing them was ſeen; right, or wrong; agreeable only to 


the ſuppoſed charge.—The gentleman had therefore the 
goodneſs to recall the tradeſmen, pay each his full de- 
mand, apologize for his treatment of them, promiſe to 
employ them! in future, and aſſured them, that if ever 
he found a neceſſity for a ſurveyor on the like occañion, 
he would endeavour to find an intelligent judge of works, 
as well as a more conſcientious and candid man. 

A ſecond was a circumſtance which happened to 

myſelf, of nearly the ſame nature. 

Some years ago I was employ ed to do the plaiſtering 
work of a gentleman's houſe in the country, under the 


direction of an architect and ſurveyor, at labour prices, 


i. e. I found no materials. Every thing went on well, 
the buſineſs was executed to their ſatisfaction, and the 


works were meaſured up by the ſurveyor and myſelf. 


would have priced with him, but he candidly acknow- 


ledged that he was not ſufficiently acquainted with the 


value of plaiſterer's ornamental work ; he therefore left 
it to me, and defired 1 would be as moderate as poſlible 
in the charges I affixed, I accordingly was ſo, and my 
bill's amount was between four and five hundred pounds. 
Some time after, the ſurveyor thought proper to take 
off zol. 1 objected to it, and after ſome altercation, it 
was agreed to be left to reference: accordingly, two 
B 4 maſter 
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Enn 
maſter plaiſterers, of experience, judgment, and "WY 
grity, examined the works, and fixed prices on a blank 


bill to every article on the ſpot ; the reſult of which 


was, they allowed me upwards of 1x1. more than my 
charge, which made 43l. more than the ſum the fur 
veyor had reduced my bill to; Mill, at his requeſt, I did 
not infiſt on the ſum the work was valued to, but re- 
ceived the money for my bill which I firſt gave in. For 
this compliance to the ſurveyor's requeſt, and the ei 


nous offence of doing myſelf juſtice in oppoſition to his 


judgment, he never after employed me. 

If we were to reaſon from the two caſes befor e recited, 
it would ſtrike us with no ſmall aſtoniſhment, when we 
began to conſider, why ſome ſurveyors, who muſt be 
conſcious of their own inſufficiency, ſhould run the 


riſk of loſing their characters, and injuring others, by 
interfering in matters they were inadequate to, fince 


they muſt be liable to detection, and having their igno- 
rance expoſed by a very ſlight inveſtigation : but in 


| purſuing the ſubject a little further, all wonder will 


ceaſe ; for we ſhall find love of conſequence i is the dar- 
ling foi ble, and, in order to preſerve that, they ſupply 
the place of true knowledge by preſumption; to ſupport 


which they make uſe of every unfair means, to blind, or 


pleaſe thoſe, from whom they derivetheir power. Hence, 


having caught hold of the notion of general allowed 


Profits, ratified by cuſtom, inſtead of furve ying the work 
done, only furvey the price charged, then pompouſly, 


as well as ignorantly, protounce on the Merits of de- 


merits of what they do not underſtand. 


1 have 
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I have known a ſurveyor, upon a ſuppoſition of the 


| plaiſterer's buſineſs being uncommonly profitable, pa- 
tronize a journeyman; who has been totally unacquaint- 


ed with the value of his works, give him employment, 
which, when finiſhed, the ſurveyor has meaſured, and 
made up the bill with prices to thoſe ſeparate articles, 
out of the common run, according to his own erroneous 
judgment; ſome he has valued too high, others conſi- 


derably too low; the journeyman, however, upon the 


whole, finding the amount of his bill pays him better 
than if he had continued in his former.ftate, and look- 
ing forward for future favours from his patron, reſts 
fatisfied, and, not knowing the proper value of his own 
works, concludes that the prices are juſt ; theſe upon 
future occafions are produced, and eſtabliſhed by the 
ſurveyor as precedents. 1 

Precedents raiſed from ſuch a baſis ſhould by no 
means become general, as they are calculated to injure 


induſtry, and give a conſequence to ignorance; which 


muſt ever be hurtful to the individual, who unfortu- 
nately becomes the object of it's pretended' enquiry. 
The certainty that no ſurveyor can be ſo proper a 
judge of plaiſterer's ornamental works, as the practical 
workman, will enforce the objections already advanced; 


for the judgment muſt in a great meaſure be guided by 


the prime coſt of the particular articles made uſe of, 
which often are fluctuating; therefore no regular or in- 


variable price can be fixed on, much depending upon 
particular circumſtances, known only to thoſe convet- 
ſant in the executive part, I have therefore been par- 

ticular 


[ 141 
ticular in my remarks on ſome of the articles of the bill, 
producing the prime coſt to each ſeparately, by which 
the want of real knowledge in the reducer or reducers 
will evidently appear; pointing out alſo ſome inconſiſt— 
encies, glaringly conſpicuous, where they have fixed 
different prices upon works of the very ſame quality ; 
upon the whole, allowing me leſs money, as atteſted * 
oath, than the prime coſt. 

Seeing then how injudicious, and very often how in- 
_ equitable, the plan adopted by ſuch ſurveyors, in valuing 
the ornamental works done by plaiſterers, muſt neceſſarily 
be, it would be well worthy attention to contrive ſome 
mode by which the numberleſs inconveniencies might 
be remedied. To attain the end defired, I would re- 
commend to all mafters (in thoſe articles of the buſineſs, 
eſpecially out of the common routine, and more particu- 
- larly where diſputes are likely to ariſe) to keep a re- 
gular account of the prime coſt of every ſuch ſeparate 
article, and make his charge accordingly. Though the 
equity of this method might not be regarded by thoſe 
ſurveyors who (to thew their employers how uſeful they 
are) make a point of curtailing bills, it would be ſatiſ- 
ſactory to himſelf, and anſwer the beſt purpoſes, pro- 
vided he was obliged to have recuurte to law for redreſs. 
Nor would it be uſeleſs for tradeſmen in the building 
branch to form themſelves. into a ſociety, confiſting of 
three or more members in each department, men of ac- 
knowledged abilities in their profeſſion, who have at an 
carly period of life been workmen, and have given the 
neceſſary attention to make themſelves acquainted with 
| the 


1 16 1 
the true value of their works. After ſuch an a aflÞciation 
was framed, then, by advertiſement, or otherwiſe, they 


| ſhould make their intent public, of giving their joint 


opinions to any tradeſmen, who believed themſelves 
injured by a ſurveyor's reducing their bills. 


A ſociety of this ſort would certainly be of no ſmall 


adyantage to the community, not only as a preventive 
remedy againſt the evil complained of, but alſo a ſecu- 
rity to the employer, againſt impoſition of the trades 
herein united, as they might be confidered as referees 


in all caſes of controverſy, where their knowledge 
would be competent to judge of, and their integrity to 


fettle equitably, any matters which might come before 


them. Though I have here deviated a little from the 
queſtion, I hope the digreſſion will not be thought fri- 


volous, as it may ſupply a hint to thoſe bleſſed with ſu- 
erior capacities to improve upon. — I ſhall now return 
to the more immediate ſubject of the preſent work. 

As the. common profit allowed to tradeſmen is zol. 
for the laying out every 100. it may be aſked, Why 
our original charge left us not 1 fl. in the given ſum ? 
To which I reply — We laboured under many uncom- 
mon and illiberal oppreſſions, which I ſhall endeavour 
to point out. in the following order. 

Fin Many advantages were taken from us in mea- 


ſuring up our works, and ſome unuſual methods intro- 


duced to our detriment, of which, as was very natural, 
complaint was made, but to no purpoſe; the conſtant 
anſwer was; it was Sir Milliam's orders. 


Secondly 
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Send We were not permitted to make any 00 
for erecting and ſtriking ſcaffolding to thoſe lofty rooms, 
the wages we therefore paid our men, on that account, 
were totally loſt to us: neither were we allowed any 
thing, heretofore ever cuſtomary, for carting ſome 
ſcores of loads of materials, with ſeaffalds, &c. &c. 


Theſe were heavy draw-backs; for a horſe could not 


be hired for this buſineſs at leſs than five ſhillings, a 
man to drive than two ſhillings, per day, excluſive of 
the unavoidable damage the carriage would ſuſtain. 

Thirdly —Having received an order from Sir William, 
to admit our men, working at Somerſet-Houſe and other 


places, ſome at the Tower, and the King's-Bench - Z 


Buildings, St. George's Fields, that were able to bear 
arms, to attend a ſerjeant twice a week, and ſometimes 
oftener, for a long continuance, from three o'clock in the 
afternoon till ſeven, for the purpoſe of learning military 
exercite ; for which time we had alſo orders to pay them 
the ſame wages as if in our employ, and we were then 
told, we ſhould be reimburſed : the payment, however, 
is now refuſed, and we are given to underſtand, that it 
muſt fall upon ourſelves. . 


Fuurthly—Sir William has thought proper to deduct f 


24 per cent. out of the money (for which we gave re- 


ceipts) that has been advanced on account of buſineſs 


done; the amount of which is 291. gs. 6d. (though not 


from Mr. Collins.) By what authority he has done this, 
I cannot learn; wherever it originated, it cannot be 


confidered otherwiſe than unjuſt ; I never met with it 


before in the courſe. of buſineſs ; perhaps it may be 
| uſual, 
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uſual, though I do but conjecture, to allow foreigners 


greater enn and privileges than men of our on 
kingdom. 


Fitthly — Between eight and nine hundred pounds 


were laid out before we received a ſhilling on account, 
and then, twelve months having elapſed, only 400l. out 
of which we ſee Sir Milliam palms 10, Had a maſter, 


young in bufineſs, felt the avaritious gripe, &c. &c. 


ruin muſt have heen the conſequence. 
Sixthly—Not having regular drawings for the principal 
ceilings, in order to {et out our work at one view; we re- 
ceived them only by parts, and pieces, and at ſuch long 
intervals, that thoſe ceilings, and particularly the ſides 
of the anti-room, became almoſt white-dry, before we 
could get our ornaments and other works finiſhed, which 
conſequently took more time than would otherwiſe have 
been required, and rendercd it ſcarcely poſſible for the 
work to turn out ſo well as we could have iſhed, and 
would have been the caſe without theſe impediments. 

St venthly — Sir / Villiam directed Mr. Collins's workmen, 
(the plaifterer who did the other part of this building, now 
finiſhed) to model for our works, under the ſtale pretence 
of his being more uſed to Sir William's manner; ſo that 
we had a caſt only from Mir. Collins, the expenge of which 
was greater than if we had modelled them ouile:ves, by 
having them to ſharpen up with carver's tools, then to 
make moulds, beſides paying the bill for modelling: 
likewiſe we were under the necetlity, by Sir Milliam's 


order, to admit Mr. Collins's men, at 7s. per day each, 


charged. to us,* to work patterns by hand in the ſeveral 


8 . - ceilings, 


*I am allowed only Ge. fer day for ſuch workmen, See the day 
account in my bill. 
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ceilings, &c. for our workmen to follow, which conſe- 
quen'ly was a waſte of time, our men being obliged to 
go backwards and forwards to imitate ſuch works; 
though it was well known our workmen were in no re- 
ſpect inferior. ” 

Eighthly—Mr. Thomas Clark, my late partner, be- 
ing the King's patent plaiſterer, had always been em- 
ployed to dv all public works under government ; but 
Mr. Cullins having been concerned with Sir N illiam in 
ſeverai other buildings; Sir William told Mr. T homas 
Clark he muſt take in his friend Mr. Collins to do a part 
oi the plaiſtering in this building ; that he would en- 
deavour to divide it equally between them; how 
equally, the ſums of the bills will ſhew — Mr. Collins's 
being about 2000/. our's, reduced, 1170. 195. 63d. 
about zol. leſs than our real coſt, excluſive of Sir Mil- 
l'an's draw-backs, and thoſ: con pulſive entertaiuiments for 
his clerks, dinners, &c. on che ſeveral days the works 
were meaſuring up, abſtracting and making out the bill. 

Ninthiy—'T he great care and attention we obſerved 

in executing our works extraordinarily neat, and clean, 
ſo that nothing of the kind ſhould exceed it, has been 
untverially acknowledged, and will appear to every 
one who will give themſelves the trouble of examining: 
it—nevertheleſs, Sir William was ever ready to cenſure 
us, if the the moſt trifling occaſion oftered, Some 
things I mention to ſhew Sir William's uncandid parti- 
ality, which will appear too conſpicuous when, to what 
I have already ſaid, it is known that in that part of our 
works we were obliged to imitate Mr. Collins's, where 

the 
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the enrichments were inverted, i. e. the wrong end up- 
permoſt ; — but becauſe Mr. Collins's were ſo, we were 
forced to follow the example; — which may now be 
_ ſeen in the anti-room ceiling, adjoining the Antiquarian 
Society's meeting room. | 
As I thould be ſorry to draw concluſions to the detri- 
ment of any character, however fituated in life, unlefs 
deduced from principles of truth, and maintained by 
' the ſtricteſt honour — I ſhall ſubmit it to the candid to 
determine, whether, upon the whole, from what has 
been advanced already, we have been treated with that 
common juſtice requiſite in dealings of man with man; 
| whether we have not the ſtrongeſt reaſons for complaint; 
and whether, in vindication of myſelf, I am not juſtifi- 
able in my preſent publication — nay, I might haye 
= aſked, whether it was not, circumſtanced as I am, un- 
i avoidable. — For my own part, upon the moſt delibe- 
H rate reflection, whatever point of view 1 turn it to, 1 
cannot help concluding my right indiſputably eſtab- 
liſhed. — But perhaps it will appear more forcibly con- 
firmed, when the effect of my application to Sir H/illiam 
Chambers and Mr. Paine is recited, which I ſhall now 
take the liberty of producing. — And, in order that I 
may act in conformity to the ſtricteſt juſtice, I thall re- 
late the tranſactions, which paſſed between us in this 
buſineſs, with the niceſt exactitude. 
The works being all finiſhed by December, 1780, 


I received the following note, dated Nov. 6th, 1782. 
Somerſet- Houſe. 


1 
. 


| SIR William Chambers defires Mr. Clarke 
would attend at his office at Somerſet-Houſe, on Friday 


morning next, (being the 8th) at half paſt eleven o'clock, 


to examine the prices of his bill done at Somerlſet- 


Houſe, as paſſed by Mr. Paine, 


Mr. CHARLES CLARKE, 
Millbank Row, Weſtminſter. 

I accordingly went, took the prices into my ledger 
againſt the ſeparate articles, as ſhewn in the margin of 
the bill under the head of prices reduced by Mr. 
Paine ; and immediately entered upon adding my re- 
marks, that they might be laid before Sir Milliam; 
where every error would, I concluded, have been rec- 
tified, and Sir //illiam rendered happy, in having an 


opportunity of giving ſuch redreſs, as equity would, 


had he choſen to open his eyes, infallibly point out to 
him: — but before I had completed my obſervations, 
I received anuther note from one of Sir Milliam's clerks, 
dated Nov. 14th, 1782. Somerſet-Houſe. 
. 

SIR, | 0 
YOU are defired to attend at the Roya! 
Academy at Somerſet-Houſe, to-morrow morning at 
ten oclock, to be pretent at the final ſettlement of 


Four bill for that place. 


| I am, Sir, 
Mr. Cnanfzs Crake, Lour humble ſervant, 


Millbank-Row, Weſtminſter, R. B ROW NE. 
The 


e 
The time allowed me being too ſhort, I was not pre- 
pared, therefore I wrote the following anſwer. 


8 


| | Accompting-Houſe, St. John's Church- 
SIR WILLIAM. | Yard, Weſtminſter, Nov. 14, 1782. 
I HAVE juſt now received a note from 
Mr. Browne, to attend at the Royal Academy, Somer- 
ſet-Houſe, to-morrow morning, ten o'clock, to be pre- 
ſent at the final ſettlement of mine and the late Mr. 
Clark's bill for work done there; in anſwer to which 1 
beg leave to ſay, that the prices which are ſaid to be 
paſſed by Mr. Paine (in a former note I received) are 
ſo unjuſt, and inadequate to the performance of ſuch 
works, that I ſee little probability of expecting proper 
redreſs by my attendance there, though there are ſome 
of the articles that are ſo unreaſonably reduced; that I 
can particularly point out, that the coſt is more than 
the produce, and muſt ever be the caſe with ſome of 
them at ſuch reduced prices; which I do ſuppoſe may 
appear ſo plain, that I might be redreſſed in ſuch arti- 
cles; but upon the face of the whole, I cannot better - 
ſatisfy Sir ////liam of the reaſonableneſs of my bill, than 
to produce upon oath the neat coft of all our works in 
that building, which I am getting forward with as much 
expedition as the nature of that buſineſs will admit of; 
our books will produce likewiſe, the neat time to every 
ſeparate article of ornaments ; which thall be brought 
| forth, 
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forth, if required. —I am, with all due reſpect to Sir 
| William and the other gentlemen, 


their moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
CHARLES CLARKE. 


P. S. I am willing to leave this buſineſs to * 
reference. 


When the clerk, who had kept the account of the 
prime coſt, had taken the whole carefully out of our 


books, I went with him to a magiſtrate, before whom 


he made an affidavit of it's truth and cotrectneſs, as far 
as with certainty could be come at; I had likewiſe 
made my remarks upon the incorrectneſs of the reduced 
prices; after which I waited upon Sir William, and 
ſpecified ſome of the articles, that had been conſidered, 
if at all, moſt abſurdly, viz. 
One of 91 feet of mouldings, one inch girt, that had 660 
joints or mitres put to by hand, reduced to one penny per 
foot only; a moulding of the ſame girt, at another place, 


vwith only four joints or mitres put to, was reduced at 13 


For fingle quirks, that required conſiderable leſs time in 
working, 1d. was allowed. I told Sir IVilliam, that ſo far 
from'theſe articles having been examined with any de- 
gree of judgment, it was plain their merits had not been 


properly entered into; and begged therefore that he 


would review the buſineſs, that J might be relieved; 
there was no other perſon to apply to; the works were 


done under his direction, and he gave the orders in 


general for them. — His anſwer was, I am but one, 


can 


23 1 


©« can do nothing of myſelf — the Lords of the Trea- 


« ſury have appointed Mr. Paine to this buſineſs. — 


But have you ſeen the prices fince they have been 


«« reconſidered and altered, they have been made 
* better ? — Go to my accompting-houſe, at Somerſet- 


< houſe, and examine them.” — I went accordingly, and 
: BY 


found ſome of the articles had been added to in price, 
as taken notice of in the margin of the bill under the 
head of prices reduced by Mr. Paine, which alteration 


made. an increaſe of about 1ol. — In what proportion 


were my grievances. redreſſed? 
This trifle was rather an inſult than an alleviation — 


for it muſt be remembered the ſum deducted was near 
200l. — It can be no unfair queſtion to aſk here — If 


the judgment of this gentleman had been right, when 
he firſt reduced my prices, why ſhould ſome alterations 
have been made, ſo as to make any addition to my al- 
lowed charge, as he had not then ſeen the remarks 
which I had placed to my bill? —I can aſſign but one 
reaſon — Conſcious of the general inequity, he was 
aware, I preſume; that, as they ſtood after his reduc- 
tion, the errors were too glaring to eſcape common ob- 
ſervation, and therefore thought it _— to . ab 
ſome appearance of juſtice. 

But to proceed — After this, I wrote to Sir William, 
and Mr. Paine, the following letters 


A Copy | 


7 * 


0 — N.. 
5 * k - * 


2 * % . 


8 2 
% ns * 


. 
3 = £ 
g 


* 
2 
KY 


— 


2 — * 


w mo 4p 


Tad. 


A Cary of a 8 wrote ts Sir Tillian Chantert. 
Sir WILLI AM, 


I HAVE, according to your direction, 
taken from the book at the accompting-houſe * 


Somerſet-Houſe, the prices as altered from thoſe 


was firſt ordered to attend to ſee, and find the 
increaſe is about 100. ſtill there appears, upon the 


face 'of the whole, 1810. 115. 84 Id. taken from our 


bill, (beſide the military exerciſe bill :)—I muſt beg 
Sir William you will, for the fake of juſtice, and 
your own reputation, enter more particularly into the 
merits of our charge : I am now ready to attend, to ex- 


plain wherein ſeveral of theſe reduced prices have not 


been attentively conſidered; I have the particulars of 
the prime coſt to ſeveral of the articles of ornaments, 
and can ſhew, that you allow me leſs money than the 


 workman's wages in doing the ſame, excluſive of ma- 


terials, with labourer and boy's time; beſides, upon 


the face of the whole, our profit will appear to be ſo 


ſmall, that it will bg doing us a great piece of injuſtice 
to take off one thilling. The prime coſt as ſworn to 


(the copy of the athdavit is incloſed) amounts to 


10940. 105. 8d. beſide Mr. Thomas Clark's and my time 


in attending and conducting this buſineſs; intereſt of 


money, three clerks doing buſineſs relating to the 
works; uſe and waſte of ſcaffold, &c. Waſte of wax 
for moulds, labourers time at our yard packing and 
ſending off materials; for all which, as we cculd not 


alcertain the exact coſt, we have omitted making any 


addi- 


1 
addition to FT faid ſum of 1094]. 105. Nd. but leave 
Sir William to judge how much more ought to be added 


to that ſum. — How unjuſt then will it be to reduce our 


bill to a leſs ſum than the coft, which I can make 


appear by proper evidence. I will apply to Mr. Paine, 
and hope he will, with Sir Milliam, appoint a meeting, 
and ſuffer me to attend to be examined particularly 
into this buſineſs. I am, with due reſpect, 
Sir William, 
DD... moſt obedient humble ſeryant, 
December 7, 1782. 


Millbank- Row, Weſtminſter. CHARLES CLARKE. 


N. B. A copy of the affidavit was incloſed in this 
letter, and directed to the Honourable Sir William 
Chambers, No. 13, Berner-Street, Oxford-Street ; and 
delivered by one of my men. | 


A Copy of a a Letter wrote to Mr. Paine. 
811. 5 

| I AM informed, that you have been ap- 
Foin ated to affiſt Sir William Chambers in examining the 
tradeſmen's bills, for work done at Somerſet-Houſe, 
and find you have reduced our bill 1810. 115. 82d. I 
mult beg, Sir, you will, for your reputation's fake, enter 
more particularly into the . merits of the ſeparate ar- 


ticles. I am ready now to attend, to explain wherein 
ſeveral of the reduced prices arè not attentively conſi- 


dered; I have the particulars of the prime coſt, wherein 
it will appear, you have allowed leſs than the journey- 
man plaiſterer's coſt in doing the ſame, excluſive of 


materials, with labourer and boy's time; likewiſe, to 
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1 26 J 
ſhew the equity of my charge, I have had token out of 
my books the prime coft of the whole jobb upon oath, 
(the affidavit is hereunto annexed *® ) amounting to the 
ſum of 10941. 10s. 8d. beſide Mr. Thomas Clark's and 


my time, attending and conducting the works, with 


intereft of money laid out; one clerk attending the 


men at the building, two others copying drawings, and 


writing at our accompting-houſe relating to this buſi- 
neſs ; labourer's time at our yard packing and fending 
off materials, waſte and uſe of ſcaffold, &c. waſte 
of wax for moulds, at 2s. per th. All of which, as we 
could not aſcertain the exact coſt, we have not in- 
ciuded in the above ſum of 1094/7. 10s. 8d. but we do 
believe, upon a moderate computation, the whole 
prime coſt cannot be much leſs than twelve hundred 
pounds. How unjuſt then will it appear to reduce 
our bill to a ſum leſs than the coſt. I have applied 


to Sir William in perfon, have alſo wrote to him 


upon this buſineſs, and hope be will with you, (or who- 


ever the contideration of theſe bills are referred to) ap- 


point a meeting, to examine particularly into this buti- 
neſs. I am, Sir, . 
your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


December 9, 1782. 5 | A P 
Millbank- Row, Wellminſter. CHARLES CLARKE. 


N. B. A copy of the affidavit was incloſed in this 
letter, and directed to Paine, Efq. Architect, 
Salubury-Street, Strand; and delivered by one of my 
men, 


Finding no notice was taken of theſe letters, and 
that I was liable to be W 4 it became requiſite to 
| | take 


* See the end of the Lill. 


+ 

take other ſteps to prevent this miſchief. — Prepared 
therefore with the opinion of ſix of the moſt repu able 
maſters of the trade, * who, convinced of the rectitude 
of my intentions, as well as the neceſſity of the meaſure, 
are ready to ſtand forth in my favour; I again waited 
on Sir William, — begged he would reconſider this 
matter; the reparation of the injury was only to be 
ſought for from his hands: — He anſwered me — © It 
«© was too late— the accounts were © patled: — and deli- 
<< yered to the auditor.” 


Struck with aſtoniſhment at hs injuſtice of ſuch 


treatment, remonſtrance was my only preſent reſ.urce. 
— It is a duty every man owes to himſelf, to endeavour, 


on all occafions, to vindicate his integrity, to which 


no diſhoneſt man can have the leaſt pretence; and the 


conſideration is ſome relief to his mind, though the 


points he aims at, ſhould not be altogether attained, 
when he reflects that he has uſed his utmoſt exertions to 


ſuch a laudable and valuable purpoſe. —I therefore 


entreated Sir William for permiſſion to point out where 
I was injured — how groſsly — for in ſome of the re- 


duced prices, ſuch ſtrange impropriety ſtared men of 


knowledge fo full in the face, that, though they repro- 
bated the injury, they could not avoid treating the 
mode adopted with ridicule. — For there was no dif- 
ference made between circular and elliptical works, &c. 
El then aſked Sir William the following queſtions - 

Can an ellipſis be drawn with the ſame facility upon 
Paper, as a circle ? — Ought there to be, in one place, 


D 2 4d, 
* See page 7 of this introduction. 
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4d. per foot run allowed for a ſtraight moulding, and 
the next article, immediately following, of elliptical 
ditto the ſame girt, only 219. per foot run ?*—Ought 
pateras to be charged at 2s. each in one room, and- the 
very fame in another room 1s. 6d? — Ought mouldings 
of nearly the ſame denomination to be conſiderably dif- 
ferent in prices? — Can this be doing buſineſs with 
judgment? 8 | 
Beſides, was it not neceſſary to conſider the enriched 
cornices being finifhed in ſo maſterly and particularly 
neat a manner — flowers pierced and exactly cor- 
reſponding over the center of modillons, pines, bells, 
and dentals, in direct lines under them, making a ma- 
terial difference in the working? It muſt be allowed. 
But this appears to have been no contideration of Mr. 
Painc's in his valuation. = | | | 
Give me leave alſo to atk, Sir Villiam —What reaſon 
could there be for his reducing the prices of the orna- 
ments, particularly ſuch as were done after ſo complete 
and fingular a manner; of which, no man can be a 
judge, ſo as to value, but the practical workman ; or he, 
who 1s acquainted with the prince coſt of ſuch works? 
To all theſe queries Sir //7{{am favoured me with the 
ſubſequent reply — Phat nothing had been taken off 
„ from either the ornaments or enriched cornices — 
that the pateras ſhould all have been at 15. 6d. each — : 


that he had conferred with Mr. Paine; and it was 
his opinion that fair prices were allowed.“ 


Where men differ in matters of mere opinion, the 
deviati n is allowable, as they may be built on appa- 


* 


zent truch; and the ingenuity of argument will often 


lead 


30-7 


lead them into error, which, not being able to refute, 
they muſt accede to: but facts are ſuch ſtubborn things, 


and will ſpeak fo forcibly for themſelves, that neither 
the pride of office — the ſubtilty of ſophiſtry — nor 
pliability of ſervility can conquer or deftroy. — Such, 
therefore, I produced, to ſhew in what degree the 
prices were fair, as I could not think of diſſenting from 
a man of Sir Milliam's conſequence, unleſs led by the 
moſt irrefragable proofs; when this is the caſe, and 
on ſo particular an occafion, I flatter myſelf, I ſhall 
rather be approved than condemned. 

To theſe proofs, therefore, drawn from facts, we 
muſt advert. — In one article of the ornaments, for 
the executing of which I paid 121. 2s. beſide mate- 
rials, labourer, and boy's time attending, &c. and 
charged only 130. 168. Mr. Paine has reduced to 
111. 45. 10 ld. — there are likewiſe flowers, which coſt 
ſeven ſhillings each, Mr. Paine allows only five for — 
beſides ſeveral other articles of ornamental works, 
which are reduced to leſs than the coſt. — As to thoſe 
enriched cornices, worked in ſo particular a manner, that 
Sir William ſaid, had ſuſſered no decreaſe in price, there 
is not one from which ſomething i is not taken. 

Certain of theſe truths, I was induced to tell Sir 
William, that, by his replication, it appeared as if he 
had not remembered what had been done by Mr. Paine. 


— Either from neceſſity, or convenience, men's me- 


mories we often find are fallacious; on this, therefore, I 
continued not to dwell, but farther, to juſtify my charge, 
told him the valuation of the maſter plaiſterers before 
ſpoken of, and which I was ready to produce, 
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„ 
Supported thus by ſuch very reſpectable intelli- 
gent — and well-informed authority, I had not a doubt 
but Sir William would have turned a favourable ear to 
my appeal — and particularly when it was conſidered, 
that fo large a ſum as near 1200. had been laid out in 
1a public building ; where not only a {man ex- 


| peas emolument, but hopes to gain ſome reputation; — 


that a bill reduced to a leſs ſum than the coſt, beſide 


time and atiendance, with intereſt of money expended, 


muſt deſtroy the very pleaſure and intent of buſineſs — 
that the ſcandal of having appeared to charge ſo enor- 
mous a ſum more than fair-dealing would warrant, 
muſt, to an honeſt mind, be painful in the extreme. — 


But, on the contrary, as if diveſted of every ſpecies of 


generofity and candour, as if he had never tafted the 
milk of human kindneſs, Sir /:Uliam gave an anſwer to 
the following effect | 
« That I might have employed better workmen, 
„ ſo as to have had my profit — That maſter plaiſ- 
« terers would value the works high enough, for the 


„ ſake of themſelves in their future employ — That 


« Mr. Collins, the plaiſterer who did the other part of 

the building, was fatisfied, why ſhould I murmur — 
„That it did not become a tradeſman to be thus cla- 
*- morous, in going about the town complaining — 
That it would be more for my advantage to be quiet, 


< if I expected buſineſs ps: — and that I ſhould 


| <<? create myſelf many enemies.“ 


The inhumanity of ſuch a reſponſe, for ſo I muſt 
conſider it, to a man materially injured in his property 


by 
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1 | 
by inequitable means, and trembling at the moſt diſtant 
appearance of injury to his character, rouſed my ſpirit 
to a declaration of my undiſguiſed ſentiments, and aſ- 
ſurance, to Sir William, That rather than put up 
64 with ſuch unjuſt treatment, I would, at the hazard 
« of forfeiting all buſineſs, do my utmoſt endeavour 
« to procure redreſs,” and then left him. 

Thus cloſed the converſation, and I am ſorry to fay, 
that I found not the leaſt diſpofition in Sir William to 
offer me any aſſiſtance, which the love of juſtice ſhould 
have inſpired him with; but, as if totally careleſs of 
the conſequence which might happen to others, he 
ſtudied only to enjoy his own felicity, and ſeemed rather 
induſtrious to find ſome excuſes for his conduct, than 
paying attention to the obvious proofs, built on incon- 
trovertible facts, which I had placed before him. — One 
or two of theſe excuſes I ſhall take the liberty of mak- 
ing my animadverfions upon before I quit the ſubje&, 
and then give a conciſe view of the whole matter; 
fully perſuaded every unprejudiced reader will ſee the 
tranſaction in the ſame point of view which I do, who 1 
fincerely wiſh may be ſo guarded in their employ- 
ments, as ever to receive the juſt reward of their honeſt 
induſtry, and not, like me, experience the effects of 
unmerited illiberality. | 

As a ſpecies of exculpation, Sir William, we find, 
urged, that I ſhould have employed better workmen. — 
Now it 1s well known in the trade, that my afſfiſtants 
were not inferior to the beſt in the kingdom; and to 

prove this, their names are inſerted to the prime coſt 
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11 
of the ornamental works immediately after the bill; 
one of whom conducted ſome works for Sir Hilliam 
a few years ago; he was then efteemed a good work- | 
man — Can experience make him worſe ? ö 
Sir Hilliam ſaid Mr. Collins was ſatisfied with his bill. 
. reduced — that I deny — he is not: I have au- 


| thority to declare it — and als that Mr. Collins ſaid, 


Sir V illiam ought not to uſe his name for ſuch purpoſe; 
that the prices reduced are uncuſtomary, incorrect, and 
inadequate to, thoſe w orks — but, on account of the 


great concerns Sir [[illiam and himſelf have had toge- 
ther, rather than enter into any altercation with him, 


as he had left off buſineſs, and it could not affect him 


in future, by making thoſe reduced prices precedents ; 
and the money taken off being no great object to him, 


he had thought p: oper to put up with it. 
Now it does not appear, that there is any juſt founda- 


tion ſor eicher of theſe aflertions ; for what intent are 
they therefore made uſe of? — To fupply ſome colour 


f excute for conduct, that, even with ſuch ſupport, 
the beſt it can acquire, is thamefully oppreſſive. — For, 
in the firſt inſtance, the work itſelf, which has met 
with univerſal approbation, is a livi ing proof, at this 


time, of the merits of the artiſts. - 


With regard to the ſecond, Mr. Collins's negative 
and ſubmiſſion is at once a reſutation, as well as an 
argument of bis honour — candour — and delicacy — 
never intended to be, made ule of as unworthy ſub- 


Hz id the loſs 1 ſuſtained book the only injury. per- 


| haps I ſhould net have troubled the public with this 


> | matter; 


„ . 33 ] 
matter; but ſo tenacious am I of my integrity, that 1 
could not reſt ſatisfied under the leaſt ſuſpicion of it's 
ſuffering in the opinion, even of thoſe with whom pro- 
bably I may never have the leaſt intercourſe or con- 
nexion. — For the purpoſe, therefore, of ſelf-defence, 
J have ſtepped forward, and flatter myſelf I ſhall ſtand 
unimpeached in the mind of every liberal man; in- 
deed, even thoſe, by whom I am injured, muſt, con- 
ſeious of their own infincerity, and unable to refute a 
tittle of what I have here advanced, ſecretly acknow- 
ledge the following facts. 

Fir — That from my earlieſt period of life, I 3 
in every concern, for others as well as n aQed as 
an induſtrious, upright man. 

Secondiy — That it is highly improbable I ſhould be 
| guilty of ſo ſcandalous a ſurcharge as 200l. 

Thirdly — That ſuch a deduction has been the ef- 
fect of intereſt — ignorance — or ſome more * 
rous cauſe. 

Fourthly — That in the conduct of this buſineſs ſeveral 
uſual advantages have been withdrawn — drawbacks, 
unknown before, inſiſted on — men's time, though em- 
ployed not in the ſervice of their maſters, paid for by 
them“; the expence of which, though promiſed to be 
repaid, has never been refunded. 

Fifthly — That notwithſtanding theſe diſadvantages, 
which muſt materially lefſen the profit, ſurveyors have 
deducted from the uſual allowed profits, by the bill; 
without conſidering the merits of the performance, or 
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. 34 ] 
making themſelves alas: « with the prime coſt of 
any of the articles. 

Sixchty — That by theſe means my bill is inks; 
excliunve of the intereit of money, time, and at- 
teudance, to a ſum leſs than the original coſt. 

Senhly — nat, altnough the moſt experienced 
and re;.ut:ble maſters have examined the works, and 
g1Ven their opinion in favour of my charge, and the 
expence of leveral of tne articles, ſhewn to be more 
an me Prices allowed, yet {till there can be no re- 

Eighthly — That, though the above aſſertions are 
proved to be true, the whole relief, if tuch it can be 


called, is Sir illiam Chambers's condeſcending to make 


ufe of ungenerous ſubtertuges, and holding up threats to 
intimidate me fiom vindicating myſelf. - 

Thus, after laying out about 1200. in government 
ſervice; | am reductd to the neceſſity of taking very 


little more than 1100/. and being told, for my conſo- 


lation, that Mr. Collins is ſatisfied, that the accounts 
are paſſed, and delivered to the auditors, and that if 
made a buſtle about it, Een hurt my future bu- 
tinets. 17 


Be it fo — under the preſent circumitances, buhnets 


ſeems to be pretty freely robbed of its ſweets — it is 


«a +1 


become worſe than a bee-hive without honey, at leait 
in its lower department — ] am certain, I have too fen- 
ſibly felt it. | 

1 he only reſource I have now left, is thus to lay the 
whole matter open to the Public; ; hope they will can- 


didi; Y 
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aidly ſurvey, ub examine, and "TEL deter- 
| mine between us. — I ſhall then not be the leaft doubt- 
| ful of rifing in their eſtimation, and convincing them, 
that, as the hopes of emolument can by no means warp 
my honeſty, no ſuperior power, however fortu:rwuly 
placed in an higher order, that will do an unjuſt act 
to me, ſhall paſs unnoticed — nor ſhall preſent threats, 
or future expectations, bribe me into ſilence. 


Jam, Gentlemen, 
your moſt obedient, 
and very humble ſervant, 


Millbank-Row, Weſtminſter, 
January, 1783. CHARLES CLARKE. 
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R E MARK S. 
1. Since the reduction of theſe prices were made by 
Mr. Paine, a blank bill was taken into the works, 
which have been carefully inſpected by fix of the firſt 
maſter plaiſterers of London and Weſiminſter, and a valu- 
ation put to the ſeveral articles in this bill, according to 
their judgment, the total ſum of which amounts to 
more than my charge; and as we proceed in the 
remarks made to the ſeveral articles reduced by Mr. 
Paine, we ſhall at the ſame time introduce the valuation 
to the ſaid articles made by the maſter plaiſterers. | 
a. This article very clearly demanſtrates either a 
determination to leſſen the amount, or betrays a want 
of judgment in plaiſtering by reducing it; for, what 
man of only common experience, but would be ſenſible, 
that there is a vaſt additional trouble in circular works, 
and indeed a greater quantity of materials often waſted, 
or uſed in ſuch works; and can 14d. extra, for nine ſu- 
perficial feet, and for two coats of circular plaiſtering, 
be too much ?—Every gentleman who pretends to fix a 
value on buſineſs, ſhould be maſter of the profits; and 
no one, ſo qualified, would ever think to diminiſh the 
prices on articles of plain work, at the cuſtomary and 
uſual charges: Reference 3 is a confirmation of the 
above aſſertion; the work is circular, it is lathed, and 
has two coats of plaiſtering, the laſt is floated; now the 
"article at reference a is likewiſe circular, which has two 
Coats of common work, and not floated, yet that has the 
addition of 14. per yard; either this article a, with this 
gentleman's improvement, (if I may be allowed the ex- 
preſſion) is even now too highly valued, or that at 
reference 3, reduced at 114. per yard, is conſiderably, 
' (not to ſay moſt ſhamefully) undervalued, 
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REMARKS. 
b. N. B. In this article the run of groins was not 
meaſured, it being cullomary to allow 2d. Jer foot run 
for the ſame. 


2. Query — With what propriety can 3d. be allowed 
for rough rendering, 44d. for lathing, and only 7d. for 
lath and plaiſter, one coat? This article is valued by the 
ſix maſter plaiſterers at 74d. per yard. 


3. Allowing 18. 6d. for circular floated lath and plaiſ- 
ter, and only 11d. for ditto, not ſet, and more particu- 
larly as this article was at the back of circular archi- 
traves, ſtrings, &c. —ſo that the difference made is 7d. 
per yard for ſetting only, a price that no perſon of 
judgment would think of. This article is valued by the 
ſix maſter plaiſterers at 15. 2d. per yard. 
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. REMARKS. 5 

4. All circufar works, notwithſtanding the working of then may 
appear eafy and fimple to the unexperienced in workmen's labour, 
{till they require great care and abilities to keep them juſt, and more 
8 labour confiderably than ftraight; and it has ever been the rule to allow 
not leſs than one fourth more than the price of Rreight, and in ſome 
cafes more : beſide, it is well known, that the general part of the 
trade charge for ſtraight ſtucco on laths, trowelled, 2s. 24. and ſome 
28. 3d, per yard; yet 1 have been fo reaſonable in my charge, $0 put 
only 25. per yard: Mr. Paine had put the oircular at 25. 3d. per yard, 
but ard reconfidered, and put the ſame as my charge, 25. Gd. 
but the ſix maſter plaiſterers have valued this article at 25. 8d. per 

yard, | | | | 

5. With reſpect to elliptical works, none can afcertain the value 
of them, but he who views them with a workman's eye, and he ony 
is ſenſible of the extra time ſuch works require to finiſh ; and though 
it has been cultomary to allow one half more than the price of firaight, 
yet that price in many inſtances will not pay. Ms. Paine has conti- 
dered this elliptical work at the ſame price as circular; but can he, 
with equal facility, draw upon paper an ellipfis, as he may a circle? 
The fix maſter plaiſterers value the elliptical ſtucco on laths at 3s. per 
yard, = — | 
6. Spherica) ftucco on bricks, Mr. Paine has allowed only 44. per 
foot ſuperficial, and for ſpherical cave fer fair, 5d. halfpenny, and 
for plain frieze, the ſame price as the ſpherical ſtucco, 44. Now I ap- 
peal to the practical workman, whether theſe prices are in proportion 
to the value of the labour to thefe ſeparate works? Should there not 
be, fome kind of proportion kept for thoſe works that are double the 
labour, and materials more expenſive * The labour to all ſpherical 
works is almoſt inconceivable ; none can do them but the molt ſkilful 
workmen; and if done upon laths, they muſt be cut in very ſhort 
lengths; and the whole is done with a mould, and from feveral cen- 
ters. The fix maſter plaiſterers have valued this ſpherical ſtucco to 

nieche heid, and the ſpherical cove, both at 7d. per foot ſuperhcial. 
7. Covers to cornices (in thefe modern times) are feldom wider than 


6 inches; often leſs; they are lathed, and have three coats floated, 1 
gaged and done after the cornices : the ufual price is 3d. per foot; 1 
Mr. Paixe has allowed only ad. the fix maſter plaiſterers value it at 34. 15 
I muſt beg leave to remark here, that it has ever been the cuſtom in $ 
meafuring up the cornices, &c. where there are covers, to allow 1 inch M 
upon the cover extra to the girts of the cornices, &c. and where the f 
mould runs home to grounds, to take in the whole of fuch covers, * 
with the ſaid girts, on account of the upper edge of the fillet or nofe of # 
the cornice requiring extra labour : this cuſtom was refuſed us by the Uh 
perſons who meaſured up theſe works; whatever _ were d to M$ 
oppoſe, they were ready enough to ſay, was Sir Milliam's order. Bi 
d. Splayed pannelled ſoffits lle is a bold man who has not feen cj 
the working of them; or who is unacquainted with the labour and by: 


materials they have required; who will fix a price as a ftandard ; 
but it appears ſomething mutt be taken off, right or wrong. See 
more of pannelled ſoffits at remarks upon 14. 
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1 
REMARKS. 


1 I ſubmit this article to the judgment of any one 
ee with the work of a plaiſterer, whether a 
workman, at the reduced price of 1d. per foot, can earn 
his maſter half his wages, excluſive of labourer and boy, 
with the materials; let the joints of the 15 ſeparate 
pannels putting to by hand, with the circular parts, be 
fairly conſidered. The ſix maſter plaiſterers have va- 
lued this article at 4d. per foot run.— This article of 91 
feet of moulding, 1 inch girt, part ſtraight, and part 
circular, is in ſuch a variety of lengths, ſo as to contain 
60 angles or mitres, worked by hand; and at every one 
of the lengths, which are very ſhort, the ſame prepara- 
tion muſt be repeated, as if they were longer lengths. 
It appears by this reduced price, that Mr. Paine has 
conſidered it in the light of joiner's work; but it is well 

known by workmen, that the labour, between one and 
the other, bears no compariſon the joiner works his 
moulding with the ſtyle, in as long lengths as his board 
will admit, perhaps 12 or 14 feet, and his mitres are 
inſtantly cut in a box; the plaiſterer's labour is ver 
materially different, having his mitres all to work b 
hand ; nevertheleſs, except in a few inſtances, plait- 
tering in general is not near the expence of joiner's 
work, (and is far preferable in particular fituations) 
though in this article it appears otherwiſe, on account 
of the many mitres put to by hand, and the mould- 
ing being in ſuch a number of ſhort lengths: neither 
theſe mitres, nor the circular parts, &c. Mr. Paine has in 
the leaſt conlidered ; and when it is obſerved, that for 
a ſtraight moulding of the ſame girt, with only 4 mitres 
put to by hand, fee No. 17, Mr. Paine has put 14d. per 
foot, and this only 1d. it ſhews plainly how erroneouſly 
theſe prices have been reduced. 

9. Reed mouldings have ever been conſidered of 
more value than any other plain mouldings, becauſe 
there is more labour in executing them. This article 
the ſix maſter plaiſterers have valued at 7d. per foot 
tun, ard the circular at 9d. 
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10. Compare the run of ſingle quirks, for which Ad. is 

allowed, with the run of mouldings 1 inch girt, and par- 

ticularly where 6o joints are put to by hand in * feet, 
and only 1d. allowed ſee 8. 


11. Here Mr. Paine admits of elliptical quirks to be 
more than circular, contrary to his opinion in other parts 
of this bill, reſpeRing elliptical and circular works. 


12. For this article in ſetting ſtuff, is allowed the 
price of two circular quirks only, ſee 11, ſo that the 
bead appears to be conſidered by Mr. Paine as nothing. 


I z Stucco bead, and double quirks, form a mould- 
ing, which require much {kill and labour to execute well; | 
the brittleneſs of the materials, and the arreſes occaſion 

it. The fingle quirk ſet, is always worth Id. per foot, that 
in ſtucco 14d. the quirk being finiſhed firſt in coarſe tuff, 
afterwards in ſtucco. This article reduced by Mr. Paine, 
at 24d. and afterwards reconfidered at 3d. the fix maſter 
plaiſterers have * at 4d, per foot run, 
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14. Mr. Paine allows 6d. per foot for this article, con- 


taining 73 feet 4 inches to 4 windows, and to the following 
article, only 7d. per foot to 8 raking pannels, part circu- 
lar, &c. containing only bo feet 6 inches. Query--whether 
the addition of 1d. per foot is by any means adequate? 
In this bill 9d. per foot ſup. is thought a moderate price 


for plain cornices, (and which Mr. Paine allows — ſee re- 
ference c.) which in general are of large dimenſions ; 


how inconſiderate muſt it appear to thoſe converſant in 
| plaiſterer's work, to make a third difference leſs in pan- 
nelled ſoffits, and which are in general in ſmall quanti- 
ties, (as in this article referred to) and are indeed at- 
tended with much more labour; each pannel requiring 
equal preparation, as almoſt double the quantity would 
in other reſpects. This article and the four following 
of pannelled works are ſo injudiciouſly confidered by 
Mr. Paine, that they need little or no comment. 


15. Query 


4 
* 
[* 
5 
« 
i 
q 
: 
% 


* Sh 
* 
14. 

E. 
15 [> 
1 


os 
Sure. 


apes — 
8 N 
Eats + 


Lys 7 an pu 


1 


78 1 
Te © 
s 2 
MW. 4 
10 9 
#9 { 
7 2. 
#11 6 
81 21 
9 
6 Ly 
9-0: 
6 o 
5 s 


I | 


MIN - ml mc. mov 


00 O 


* 


O 


9 9 


Nn 


>. 


'P | 
APTN UA 
dg soon 


1 


1 


TJ 


pl 


Palo pyuo32l SH 

PIXauue aq pur 
Hue M £9 
PRO $8-$99]2q 


„ opp [rondiypp yo --— 
115 18 *sBu1pjnow ute}d 10 --— 
F - _ opp o *ONp 1e194119 Jo uny 
Sorin 10 <1uol payje9 SUONSOJ 49101 O71 
mA *$Duued run 98 1 4an$ #1 fomp 30 un x 
— 418 yom 1 *Burpmow ured J0 uny 
0311p [eondija 30 — 
5 - - Sup urowey ufeſd Jo *dng 
SUSIE paper unn fSPau 
-ued um Sulyer O01 0 ul OMP 4219419 30 *dng 
1333 suis run Popied un esſouurd Nun 


— — ne. — 


n pajez un *$pouurd unf E ut onfp Jo *dng 
12n911 urd *sm31ew popes 


| 0 qua fsJouurd gun Suge ul «que! g 03 ON21Pp Jo dng 
% % n | 


= + ] 
_— — rr —— r x de MSC 44 Is 8 32 « — — — . — 
© — * > ——A KK 22 EA 4 — 4, © * Oe e SET # A” = i . 2 —— F 
>: nos — AE! „„ — — — - — 2 Fe = 2 , * * * 
- 3 8 "I ic EE © << FR * Eo PEE ea. . K — * 5 p . — . — — — 2 —.— — * 
2 — * er nay a * F 8 : FC A wi EY F ; 8 . M 


KEND 0h 


{ aenby for Oo ur s uo uff 221noan2 zo dn 


"NO 


. 


49 J 
REMARKS. 


15. Query — Can any journeyman earn his wages at 


this reduced price ? 


16. How injudiciouſly is this article of circular ſoffits 


conſidered, at the reduced price of 10d. per foot ?—here 
are 40 joints put to by hand in 22 feet. The fix 


maſter plaiſterers value it at 1s. 6d. per foot ſuperficial 
nearly double the money Mr. Paine has conſidered 
it at. | =» : | 


17. Mr. Paine allows 14d. per foot here, where there 


are only 4 joints put to; and in the article (fee 8) 


where there are 69. joints put to by hand, only 1d,—' 


his is particularly pointed at, to ſhew in what pro- 
portions theſe reduced prices have been confidered, 
This article is valued by the fix maſter plaiſterers at 3d. 
per foot run. 


18. The article of 147 feet 9 inches run of plain 
mouldings, 1+ girt, to 35 ſmall pannels, with 140 
joints put to by hand, Mr. Paine has reduced to 2d. per 


foot, afterwards reconſidered at 3d. the fix maſter plaiſ- 


terers valued at 44d. per ſoot run. 


G . 19. Query 
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REMARKS. 


19. Query — Does not this article require a greater 
price than that preceding, being run in long lengths, 
this in 48 ſeparate ſhort lengths, with joints put to? 
Mr. Paine has ſince reconſidered this, and allowed 7d. 


The fix maſter plaiſteters have valued it at 8d. per foot 
run, and the preceding article at 6d. 


20. In all circular mouldings the difference of clean- 
ing off is material; the ſtraight work being done with 
rules, but the circular muſt be done entirely by hand: 


21. But elliptical mouldings are Aill more ſo. 1 ap- 


peal to the practical workman for an anſwer.— But Mr. | 


Paine makes no difference. 


22. This article of elliptical enriched double guloſs 


the ſix maſter plaiſterers have valued at 35. per foot run. 


4 | 23. Theſe 
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J. Can 15. 6d. be Jenn a fair _ for thoſe 6 inch 
turned head water leaves? 


23. Theſe ſcrolled tops are in all reſpects ſimilar in 


point of labour to thoſe in the anti room; there they 


are allowed 10s. 6d. by Mr. Paine, here 85. only. See 


24. The 
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REMARKS. 


24. The plain ground for frames in ceiling, is either 
raiſed work on the floated ceilings, or the cutting away 


the floating and pricking up, and running a preparation 


on the laths with gaged ftuff, to receive the enriched 


work. If the mouldings are taken ſeparate, theſe 
grounds are generally allowed to be worth nearly the 
ſame with plain mouldings per foot ſuperficial, 


* 


25. Query — Whether a work man can, in this article, 
earn his maſter 1s. per day, and compare this, being 
74 inch lengths, with that at No. 19, being 8 inch 


EE lengths, allowed gd. per foot, afterwards 7d. The fix 


maſter plaiſterers have valued this article at 6d per foot 


run, the next article at 6d. and the following at 8d. 


28. Is 76 feet 8 inches run of plain moulding, 14 
inch girt, and has only 4 mitres, and to which 3d. per 


foot run is allowed, in what proportlon is the labour to 


No. 8. 17. 18. and ſeveral other of the ſmall girted 


mouldings conſidered with this article, and at No. 27. a 
moulding of 34 inches girt, is by Mr. Paine reduced to 


the ſame price, 34 per foot, 
gi 26, If 
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26. If the labour to this article had been impartially 
conkdered, Mr. Paine furely could not have reduced ir 
o zd. Does be fee the interſections of the ſegments ? 
The fix maſter 5 have valued it at 8d. per foot 
run. 

27. Compare this article of 24 inch girt at 3d. only, 
with the plain moulding, a few articles preceding in 
this room, 15 inch girt (tee 28) where the ſame price 15 


allowed by Mr. Paine — are theſe confidered —— 


ti conally ? 

| 29. This article of 61 feet 10 inches is upon a circu- 

ö lar ground, and 16 joints put to by hand. Query—Is 
this reduced price adequate o fuch works? The fix 

N matter plaiſterers value this at 54d. and the next, ellip- 
x tical . e at 8d. 

1 The 21 feet run of elliptical mouldings to pan- | 


BE : end by Mr. Paine to 44d. and only 1d. allowed 
between thoſe and plain, (fee 29) are far from being ſkil- 
tuily cunhdered for it is well known by the trade, that all 
works which are elliptical require more labour than any 
price which is generally allowed will afford profit for ; 
tne running or floating them by 4 centers, the difficulty 
| | of preventing uneven parts, and cleaning them off, 
makes it certainly worth half as much more as ftraight, 
which has been the cuſtom to allow, and in tome caſes, 
(wirh great reaſon) more. | | 
22. Els enriched frame has only 4 interſections, 
— o the enriched frame to ſtair-caſe ceiling, 
where there are 24 interſections, and much richer 
work, Mr. Paine has put the ſame price only.—N. B. 
'S his is the enrichment that is inverte !, 
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REMARKS. 


32. The ornament plaiſterers were paid for work- | 
ing the 38 feet 4 inches of laurel leaves, 12 pieces of 


fan ornaments, 12 pieces of double huſks, and the 12 
ties of ribband, 4/. 11s. gd. excluſive of labourer, boy, 


and materials. The particulars of the time is at the 


end of the bill. Mr. Paine allows ol. 38. 8d —the 
whole coſt 30. 155. 4d. 

33. The ornament plaiſterer's time to this article, and 
fixing the 16 vaſes (ſee No. 37) comes to 71. 45. 


excluſive of labourer, boy, and materials. See the 


particular time at the end of the bill. So that in 
this article Mr. Paine has allowed me 165. leſs than the 
coſt, beſides labourer's and boy's time attending, with 
the materials uſed, which may be computed about 
11. 85, more, beſide the 16 vaſes. The fix maſter plaiſ- 
terers value this and the vaſes at 141. 8s. Mr. Paine 
only 81. 16s. 

m. Theſe ſcrolled tops are in all reſpects ſimilar in 
point of labour to thoſe at 23. — there Mr. Paine has 
reduced my price to 8s. here to 105. 6d. 


\35 3. Let this article be contraſted with the ornaments 


in the 16 plaiſter pannels, at 75. per pannel, and ſee if 
two of theſe pieces of foliage ornament are adequate to 
1 foot ſup. of fruit and flowers (ſee 34). This article 
the fix maſter plaiſterers have valued at 4s. each piece 
of ornament, my charge is but 36. but Mr. Paine's plan 
was not to allow me more than my charge, if 6d. had 
been put down for what had coſt me a greater ſum; 
no! it was plain his whole idea was reduQion, 


Mz. 36. Let 
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REMARKS. 


36. Let theſe 12 pieces of double huſks be compared 
with the following 12 pieces of ribbands, (ſee 32). 
- This article the fix maſter plaiſterers have valued at 
26% 6. Mr. Paine at 1s. 8d. — 


37. The 16 caſt ornamented vaſes, reduced by Mr. 


Paine to 4s. each, is valued by the fix maſter plaiſterers 
at 8s. each. 


38. For this article is allowed by Mr. Paine, 15. 6d. 
at 4 pateras only; and in the Antiquarian Society's 
meeting room, where there are 18 pateras of the ſame 
ſize, 25. a piece are allowed: hence it appears with 
what propriety theſe prices are reduced, N. B. The 
mould could not be made for the whole ſum; and the 
perſons who meaſured up the works, infiſted that 


the dimenfions of theſe pateras ſhould be deducted out 


of the enriched work they were fixed on; which were 
ever conſidered otherwiſe—for this reaſon, the labour 
is confiderably more in making the enriched work good 


to the ſaid pateras; and the nicety of meaſuring theſe. 


pateras, &c. to the g of an inch, is what I never met 
with before ; — it has ever been the cuſtom to allow the 
tradeſmen theſe little advantages: and in ſeveral of the 
works where there was reaſon for girting, meaſuring on 
the face was only: 1 allowed. 


39. Ob- 
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REMARK S. 


29. ' Obſerve, 64. being allowed for the pannels in window ſoffits 
in the Royal Society's Library, and only 3d. halfpenny for pannels 
with trowelled ſtucco, compare the ditterence of work. The fix 
maſter plaiſterers have valued this article at 54. Mr, Paine's obſerva- 
tion is, that joiner's work can be done at a more reaſonable rate to this 
and the two following articles, and thoſę to the ſides in the hall, and 15 
ſaid by him to be „n here ; but I beg leave to obſerve, that joiner's 
work cannot be confidered as a criterion for the value of plaifterer's 
work; for it is well known, that a Joiner can make a fix pannelled 
door with mouldings, or ſoffits of the ſame kind in wood, much 
ſooner than a plaiſterer can do the ſame quantity with his materials 2 
the reaſon is obvious, not only on account of the mitres, but the va- 
rious coats required by the plaiſterer, and running his mould ſeparate : 
with reſpect to the materials, J am perſuaded, that the ſeveral coats 
of ey 2x ſtuccoed, will not coſt much leſs than wood: the 
Joiner works his ſtyles and mouldings together ; but tHe plaiſterer has 
to work his various coats with different materials, and the ſtyles fi- 
niſhed complete before his mouldings are begun, and conſequently 
the mouldings with him are a different article ; and when ever this 
kind of work is expected to be done (where I am employed) at a leſs 


price than 1 have now charged, 1 will recommend to the ſurveyor to 
Further, with reſpect to mouldings, the plaiſ- 


employ the joiner. 
terer's materials are more expenſive than wood, and the time required 


to-do them properly is much longer ; for, firſt, there is a preparation 


made on the ſtucco (or other plaiſtering) that they may be run ſtraight, 


and then run with different materials, one coat upon another; the 


preparation is afterwards cut off, and the ſtucco cleaned from the ma- 
terials they were worked in, and that part has an adaitional floating, 
which plainly ſhews, there is more labour, &c. than the joiner can have 


in his works of the ſame kind, conſequently ought to be of more 
value. | 


* 


40. In this article it is aſked, Whether a workman can earn half his 


waves at this reduced price; there being 26 pannels, and 104 joints 
put to by hand? Ccompare this article with the article 17, where the 
{ame price is allowed; they are both couſidered by Mr. Paine equal in 
price; and it is well known by the practical workmen, the labour to this 
article being ſlucco, is always of more value than the other, being run in 
ſetting ſtuff, Plain mouldings, all which girt leſs than 3 inches, are 
equally valuable as thoſe of that dimenſion, and ſometimes more ſo, and 
mult be ever conſidered ſo by the plaiſterer, or he will be a loſer; for 
the ſmaller the mouldings, the time to work them is much more in- 
creaſed ; but Mr. Paine will fay he has precedents to ſhew otherwiſe. 
I know he has; but in the ſame bill where ſuch precedents are, there 


ſates for thoſe ſmall mouldings of 1, or 1 inch and half girt being ſo 


greatly undervalued. If at any time you have an opportunity of ex- 
10 arc fond of reduction, the impro- 


2 priety 


plaining to thoſe ſurveyors wi 


are articles that are four times greater than their value, which compen- 
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REMARKS. 
= 40. continued, 
priety of reducing ſome of the articles in our bills to a leſs ſum than 
the coſt, fo as to make them ſenfible they have done fo, their anſwer is 
very well, you muſt take the bad with the good —a very unreaſon- 
able anſwer in all caſes, and more particularly in mine now; for ! 
thould be glad to find the good in this bill, after Mr. Paine has re- 
duced the whole to a ſum leſs than the prime coſt. | 


I muſt here obſerve, that the beſt wainſcoted rooms are always liable 
to ſhrink, and require often painting to fill up the blemiſhes, beſides 


admitting cold air into a room from behind the wainſcot through the 


cracks; this will not be the caſe with ſtucco pannelled plaiſtering, 
provided the timbers have ſufficient ſtrength to carry the works that 
are to follow, conſequently ſtucco pannelled plaiſtering to the ſides of 
rooms Is preferable to wood. 7 N 

41. The ornament plaiſterers were paid for time, doing theſe 16 
pannels, 561, 14s. 9d. excluſive of a plaifterer's time running the 24 
ovals in the 6 largeſt pannels ; and excluſive of labourer, boy, and 
materials. The whole coſt about 631. 157. See particulars of ditto 
at the end of the bill. Theſe pannels are value by the fix ' maſter 
plalſterers from the coſt in working, 751. 19s. Mr. 
amounts to 6g/, 66. A 5 | 

With reſpet to the value placed by Mr. Paine to the orna- 
ments throughout the bill---how improbable is it, that a ſtranger to 
the expence of working them ſhould aſcertain their worth? I 
have obſerved in my introduction, that ſurveyors cannot be proper 
judges to value Ae ornamental works, as _ have no other 
means of doing it, but by ſome work before done, w 
the ſame name, without confidering the great difference of the ſu- 


periority of ſkill in the performance, and the quantity of enrichments 


in the ſame ſpace ; it remains only for the practical workman of taſte, 
and diſcernment, to view the work, and fix a value; but the ſurveyor 
| ſhould be acquainted with the prime colt, ſo as to aſcertain its true 
worth, = | _ | 


42. Mr. Paine certainly cannot conſider theſe elliptical articles 
with attention, by his reducing them thus: it plainly appears he does 
not, or is unacquainted with the ſeveral preparations abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to work them. If ſtraight, they would have been worth more 
than the prices he has reduced them to. 
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47. The ornament plaiſterers' time to the ſwags of ivy, 
the 12, and the 2 bows of ribbands, the 12 pieces of 
ribbands, and 6 ſmall links of chain, comes to 81. gs. 6d. 
excluſive of labourer, boy, and materials. Mr. Paine 
reduces theſe articles to 10l. 10s. 9d. which is a little 


more than the coſt. See particulars at the end of the 
bill, . 
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48. The ornament plaiſterers were paid 121. 28. 9d. | 


for working theſe oak leaves and acorns, excluſive of 

labourer, boy, and materials. Mr. Paine allows only 
1 Il. 45. 104d. which is more than two pounds leſs than 
the coſt. See the time at the end of the bill. 


ow 


49. In this i our price 1s admitted being at 
about 7s. per foot; and only 6s. per foot is allowed for 
fruit and flowers. Examine the difference—ſee feſtoons 


of fruit and flowers in the anti room, 34- The fix maſter | 
plaiſterers have valued each of theſe garlands at 2. 


4 


go. Theſe 4 ſmall pannels are raiſed half an inch 
with ſtuff. Query—Why ſhould they be omitted, the 

ſame being allowed to the 8 raiſed pannels in the Anti- 

quarian's Library, and there reduced to 6d. each ? 


51. The ornament plaiſterers were paid 1/. 7s. 6d. 
form orking theſe 4 roſes—ſee the end of the bill. The 
ſix maſter plaiſterers value theſe roſes. at 8. each; Mr. 
Paine at 5s. only. 


47. Rib- 
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Ribbands worked in ſtucco have uſually been done 
| cloſe to the ground work. Theſe referred to at 
Nos. 47, are executed with a deal of taſte, and worked 
partly free by hand, therefore the common value of 
ribbands are no guide; and indeed, almoſt the whole 
of theſe ornamental works, with the curious and neat 
manner, that the ſeveral enriched cornices are finiſhed, 
have no other ſtandard or juſt criterion for their valua- 
tion, but the knowledge of their ſuperior merit. 


52. Theſe 4 laſt articles ſhould be particularly con- 
 HGlered, and then let it be determined, whether the re- 
duced prices can poſſibly pay the journeyman's labour. 
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52. Theſe g caſt roſes, 1 foot 6 inches diameter, 
the fix maſter plaiſterers have valued at 10. gs. each. 
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84. Theſe mouldings the fix maſter plaiſterers have 
valued at 4d. and 6d. per foot run. | 


55. This enriched double Vitruvian ſcroll is valued 
by the fix maſter plaiſterers at 2s. 9d. per foot run. 


c 


56. Meſſrs. Groome and Hillam, two ornament plaiſ- 
terers, were paid for working thoſe 8 flowers 2/. 18s. gd. 
excluſive of boy's attendance, &c. ſee the end of the 
bill. The fix maſter plaiſterers have valued them at 
8s. 6d. each—Mr. Paine at only 5s. which is upwards of 


20s. leſs than their coſt. How Sir William could tell 


me that none of the ornamental works were reduced, I 
much wonder at, as it is plainly ſeen this is not the 
only inſtance by many. | 


57. Surely 
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R E M A R K 8. 
3. Surely Mr. Paine makes no difference in works 
being well, or ill done, but more particularly ſo, Where 
the enrichments of each member of the ſeveral cornices 
are directly correſponding, and under each other; and 
theſe cornices were done ſo by Sir William Chambers's 
particular order, that is, flowers in a line above the 
middle of blocks, pines, dentils, bells &c regular, and 
alternately under and above, and correſponding to ſome 
principle enrichment ? though J muſt ſay, this extra la- 
bour is in- general thrown. away, for there are very few | 
perſons, even thoſe of judgment, (without its being par- 
ticularly pointed out) would notice this nice and regular 
workmanthip, and which 6d. per foot extra would-not 
pay us for. But this does not appear to be at all conſi- 
dered by Mr. Paine in his valuation. The ſix maſter 
plaiſterers have valued this Doric cornice at 3s. per foot 
ſuperficial on that account; and ſo of the reſt. 
58. This ſame ſort of work at the fides of the Anti 
Room, ſee No. 29, Mr. Paine has reduced to 31d. per 
foot ſuperficial. With what propriety does he make 
a difference of one halfpenny here, fo as to allow 4d? 
The ſix maſter plaiſterers have Os this the ſame as 
there gd. 

o. The ſtucco 3 at No. 40. being only 
1 inch girt, Mr. Paine reduced to 12d, This article 
is 14 inch girt,' and he allows only the ſame price. 
The maſter plaiſterers value it at 4d. 

Pp. If this moulding of 4 inches girt had been run in 
only ſetting ſtuff inſtead of ſtucco, it would have been 
worth more than the price allowed. The fix maſter 
plaiſterers value th's at Cd. per foot run, 
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REMARKS. 2 
59. Sunk pannels and ſoffits in ceiling frames may 


very juſtly be confidered as plain mouldings, they are 


worked in the ſame manner, and require as much time, 
materials, and abilities; and why ſhould the price 


differ? The method Sir William's clerks took in mea- 
furing them was uncuſtomary and unfair. The quanti- 
ties of this article in general is ſmall, and very often 
not above 6 or 8 inches face; but ſhould they be pan- 
nelled, there is a material difference, and the value ſet on 
them ſhould be proportioned to the number of pannels; 
which does not appear in the leaſt to be conſidered ſo 
by Mr. Paine. The workman would confider the ad- 


dition of the number 


the additional. labour in cleaning the whole off, from 
the conſequence of its being pannelled. 


Theſe four firſt articles at 59, at the reduced charge, 


will not pay for the labour only. 
The article of 110 feet g inches of elliptical ſoffit, 


with octagon, &c. pannels, and raiſed margins, (between | 


No. 59 and 60 — ſee oppoſite fide) is reduced by Mr. 


Paine to 1s. 6d. per foot ſuperficial. Surely this is not con- 


fidered as its juſt value! for that plaiſterer is ſcarcely to be 
found who could, do one ſingle foot in a day complete, 
taking it from the lathing. 

60. Compare this with the pannelled/ 550 and 
margins to fides of Anti Room ſee 39. With what 


proportion are thoſe reduced prices conſidered? The 


great guide to the reducer appears in this, as well as 

in the ſeveral other articles the maſter's charge, from 
which ſomething mutt be taken, whether reaſonably ſo 
or not. | 


1. 2. Compare 
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9. Compare this article with No. 8, reduced to id. 
Here Mr. Paine allows 33d. The ſix maſter plaiſterezs 
value it at gd. 


| 5 7. This elliptical article the fix an plaiſtcrers 
value at 7d. per foot run. 


61 and 62 _ valued by the fix maſter plaiſterers 
at 6d, per foot run each. 


62. This 4d. appears to be taken off, becauſe ſome- 
thing muſt be curtailed ; but I cannot help ſaying it 
is done fo, without either reaſon or propriety. 


63. Why theſe ſtucco mouldings, of 14 inch girt, 
ſhould be allowed by Mr. Paine at 3d. and thoſe in the 
{ide of the hall, ſee the ſame girt at only 14d, I cannot 

| ſee. It appears that a proportionate conſideration is 
much wanting, and that. thefe prices have in * 
been reduced at random. RE | { 
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REMARKS. 


_ 64. This is a curious plece of buſineſs to take off 
one farthing! but I would aſk Mr. Paine, with what 
propriety? — the meaſure was ſqueezed to 24 inches. 


6g. From the price allowed by Mr. Paine for ſmall | 


mouldings which are elliptical, it plainly appears he 
cannot be acquainted with the ſeveral preparations 
neceflary to work them, as in this article of 41 feet 


8 inches, in three ſeperate ellipfis ) inches girt. If it 


had been only ftraight, and in three ſeparate pannels, 


a workman would have confidered it worth more than 


the price reduced to. Upon the whole, it is plain, that 
it is imagined the plaiſterers have too large a profit, 
and, right or wrong, every valuation hitherto allowed 
reaſonable, muſt be curtailed. The fix maſter plaiſterers 
have valued this article at 1s. per foot, on account of 
there being three ſeparate ellipſis in ſo ſmall a quantity; 
Mr. Paine's reduced price only 7d, 
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REMARKS. 


66. Compare this with the enriched frame of honey- 
| Tuckles to the Anti Room ceiling—ſee 31. This being 
| richer, and ſo many more interſections, requires con- 
ſequently more time in executing, which muſt certainly 
make | it of more value; ; Mr. Paine makes | no difference. 


5. N. B. Theſe enriched firings were all ſharpened and 
undercut, and worked up with carver's tools, and a great 


deal of care and time was beſtowed to finiſh chem! in a 
neat and curious manner. 
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67. The ornament hands were paid 61, 55. for work- 
ing theſe laurel leaves and berries, and 12 ſmall ties of 


ribbands, befide labourer, boy, and materials. Mr. 
Paine allows 61. 178. 34d. which is leſs than the coſt. 
See the particulars at the end of the bill. | 


68. I he ornament oſiiſterprs were paid for working 


the 9 feet 10 inches of laurel leaves and berries, the 12 


feet 6 inches feſtoons of flowers, and No. 2 garlands of _ 
flowers, 71. 175. 6d. excluſive of labourer and boy's 


time, and materials. Mr. Paine allows gl. which 1s 


about 6s. leſs than the coſt. See the particulars at the - 


end of the bill. 


t. To juſtify the equity of my prices charged to this 
and the ſeveral other articles, at which I have made no 
particular remarks, I appeal to the ſmall ſum, between 


the prime coſt of the whole works, and the total of 
my bill, and which no maſter plarttgrer would have 
undertaken at ſo little profit. 
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REMARKS. 


69. N. B. The time only in modelling for theſe 


truſſes came to 195. exclufive of materials, making 
On &c. 


70. This = is valued by the fix maſter _ 
terers at 1]. 1s. each. 


71. This patera, though reduced here by Mr. Paine 
at 15. 6d. is allowed by him in the Royal Society's Li- 
brary and Muſeum (ſee k.) at 25. and in the Antiqua- 
rian Society's Meeting Room (ſee 7.) at the ſame price. 
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72. Mr. 
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72. Mr. Paine has thought proper to reduce the price 
of the workmen's wages for the winter half year. Now I 
do appeal to any confiderate perſon, whether we ought 
not to be allowed my charge, when he is fairly ac- 
1 we Pay the I the ſummer al 2 

uk. per "ih 6s. and 5s. al A: yeat 3 Labourer 125. 
ſummer, and 11s. the winter, Boy bs. and -55. per 
week all the year. Conſider, we pay ready money, and 
give (too often) very long credit—in this bill notoriouſly 


ſo. What reaſon then, can there be for reducing our 
charge in theſe articles? 


4. In this article of ornament plaiſterers a great part 
of the time was in alterations, &c. and done by Mr. 
Collins's workmen, for which I paid js. fer day, never- 
theleſs I am allow 'ed here only 6s. 


"> 73. This 
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73. This article of prepared plaiſter is taken off, 
upon pretence that a leſs quantity of coarſe lime and 


hair was uſed. Now I ſubmit this to the judgment of 


any who is acquainted with the nature of this buſineſs, 
whether the workmen who are floating the ceiling, 
do not loſe more time in waiting for the ſtuff's gaging, 
(and which cannot be prevented) than is equivalent for this 
pretence? beſide they cannot float ſo much, nor ſet the 


work with the ſame expedition: and I would likewiſe 


refer to judgment, whether the prepared plaiſter | does 
not cauſe ſome of the water to evaporate, as well as 
abſorb the reſt in ſuch a manner, fo as to make little 
difference in the quantity of lime and hair neceſſary to 
be uſed about ſuch ceilings? 


74. And to ſhew (befide theſs remarks that we wh 
made upon the ſeveral articles) the further injuſtice of 
theſe. reduced prices, we have taken out of our books 
the prime coſt of doing the whole of this bufineſs, as 


ſworn to before a magiſtrate, ſee. a few pages 8 


which amounts to 1094. 10s. 8d. excluſive of ſome other 

expences, which could not be exactly ſworn to; but, 
upon.a moderate computation, the whole coft | is lite leſs 

than 1200. 1 


The amount of the bill, according to the fix maſter 
plaiſterers' valuation, is near 1370l. almoſt 20/, more 
than my charge. 


The reaſon why thete 8 ſo little profit, has 
been particularly ſer forth in the introduction. | 
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